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WELCOME LETTER

Welcome to Nevada

With this winter already bringing some much needed moisture to the State, you
might very well be looking to fish the Silver State at just the right time. Despite being
the driest state in the Union (and four years of drought has made it a little drier than
usual), Nevada still offers one of the most diverse selections of waters for your fishing
enjoyment.

From the world famous
waters of Lake Tahoe to
the pristine high alpine
lakes in Elko’s Ruby
Mountains to the desert
lakes like Lake Mead near
Las Vegas, Nevada has a
wide range of fishing op-
portunities. The Silver
State is home to over 200
lakes and reservoirs and
more than 600 streams
and rivers, providing
nearly 400,000 surface
acres of sports fishing
opportunities.

The fish species in the Silver State are as diverse as the geography. Coldwater species
include native cutthroat trout, redband trout and mountain whitefish. Non-native species
include rainbow, brown, brook and Mackinaw trout. Hybrid species include bowcutts
(rainbow/cutthroat) and tiger trout (brook/brown).

Warmwater species vary from catfish to bluegill. Smallmouth bass and spotted bass
represent a couple of our more recent introductions. Lake Mead and Lake Mohave are
best known for their stripers that average close to two pounds, although 20- to-30-pound
fish are occasionally caught. Wipers, a cross between a striped bass and a white bass, can
be found in Lahontan, Rye Patch, Wildhorse, South Fork and Chimney reservoirs. In
northeastern Nevada, Wildhorse Reservoir, traditionally a trout fishery, is also known as
a great spot for yellow perch, especially in winter. Largemouth bass and channel catfish
are found throughout the state including Lakes Mead and Mohave, and Lahontan, Rye
Patch and South Fork reservoirs.

Urban waters offer a great way for city-dwelling anglers to fish without traveling too
far from home. They offer the chance to fish after work, hone your fishing skills, pick up
a nice meal, or take the kids fishing. Rivers such as the Carson, Truckee, Humboldt, and
Walker offer nearby fishing for several small and large communities along their path.
NDOW, with cooperation and encouragement from local governments, has developed
numerous fishing ponds in towns and cities around the state. Trout and catfish are the
primary fish stocked in these ponds.

There are many waters around the state that offer great access for launching boats,
camping, fishing, and other recreational activities. These may include larger lakes and
reservoirs such as Lakes Mead and Mohave in the Southern Region of the state; Ruby
Marshes and Wildhorse and South Fork Reservoirs in the Eastern Region; Rye Patch and
Lahontan state parks and Walker and Pyramid Lakes in the Western Region.

While flipping through this year’s Nevada Fishing Guide, make sure to read the articles
found throughout this magazine. You can read about the efforts being made to resurrect
Comins Lake after illegally introduced pike ruined what was once a trophy fishery on
page 14. Learn about fishing for bluegill on page 20 or find out how fisheries biologists
are dealing with the last four years of drought on page 26.

This publication is intended as a reference for any questions you might have regarding
fishing the Silver State. Statewide regulations and license information can be found near
the front of the magazine (pages 4-13), with a region by region breakdown of all available
waters throughout the magazine. The Nevada Fishing Guide also includes information
from boating regulations (38-39) to Wildlife Management Areas (40-41) to our Trophy
Fish Program (42-44). If there is anything you can't find in this publication, check out
the Nevada Department of Wildlife website at ndow.org.
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Nevada Department of Wildlife, through its unique
partnership with J.F. Griffin Publishing, LLC.

J.F. Griffin is an award winning publishing house -
that specializes in producing state fish & wildlife
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at www.JFGriffin.com
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Photo by Chris Vasey.

@ .FE. GRIFFIN

PUBLISHING 11«

430 Main St. Suite 5 | Williamstown, MA 01267

-
oW available online

—

in a new Digital Edition!

» Fully searchable  » Email pages

» Live hyperlinks to  » One-click printing
expanded content

www.eRegulations.com

IF" eRegulations




WILDLIFE OFHCES

Department of

Western Region

Eastern Region

Wildlife Offices

Western Region Office ;
1100 Valley Rd. { ¢
Reno, NV 89512 A
(775) 688-1506 £ i ¥

Eastern Region Office T
60 Youth Center Rd. il
Elko, NV 89801
(775) 777-2300

Southern Region Office
4747 Vegas Dr.

Las Vegas, NV 89108

(702) 486-5127

Ely Office

1218 N Alpha St

Ely, NV 89301

Phone: (775) 289-1655 ext. 21
Office hours: 11 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Fallon Office

380 West B. St.

Fallon, NV 89406
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/ This publication receives funding through the Federal Aid in Sport Fish
Restoration program as educational material. Federal Laws prohibit
discrimination on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability,
and sex. If you believe you have been discriminated against in any
NDOW program, activity, or facility, please write to the following:

P

Director

Nevada Department of Wildlife
6980 Sierra Center Parkway,
Suite 120 Reno, NV 89511

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

Diversity Program Manager

4401 North Fairfax Drive, MS: 7072-43
Arlington, VA 22203

/
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" HOW TO USE THESE REGULATIONS

1. First, review the General Statewide Regulations including
seasons, hours, limits and bait restrictions on pages 8-13.

2. Turn to the appropriate Region Section and review both the
Regional General Regulations and the Special Regulations for
that area.

3. If fishing in a Wildlife Management Area, review pages
40-41.
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LICENSES. PERMITS, STAMPS AND FEES

(Nevada’s license year is March 1, 2016 through February 28, 2017)

Resident License and Permit Fees

LICENSE/PERMIT DESCRIPTION | ree |

Annual Fishing License

Nevada Trout Stamp

Junior Fishing License

Senior Fishing License

1-Day/Short-Term Fishing
Permit

Nevada Special Use Stamp

Second Rod Stamp

“Take Me Fishing” 1-Day
Group Fishing Permit

Combination Hunting and
Fishing License

Junior Combination Hunting
and Fishing License

Senior Combination Hunting
and Fishing License

Serviceman Fishing License

*Nevada Special Fishing Permit

*Severely Disabled Person
Fishing License

*Disabled Veteran Fishing or
Combination Hunting and
Fishing License

*Native American Fishing and
Hunting License

*Severely Disabled Combina-
tion Hunting and Fishing
License

For persons 16 years of age or older on the date of purchase.

Required for any license holder who takes or possesses trout. “Take” means catch, capture, net or kill. Not required
for any Short-Term Fishing Permit or a “Take Me Fishing” 1-Day Group Fishing Permit.

For persons 12 through 15 years of age on the date of purchase.

For persons 65 years of age or older on the date of purchase with 5 years of continuous Nevada residency preceding
the application for license.

Valid until midnight of the date specified.

Each consecutive day added to a 1-Day/Short-Term Fishing Permit
(Must be purchased at the same time Short-Term Permit is purchased).

Required for any fishing license or permit holder when fishing in reciprocal waters of Colorado River, Lake Mead and
Lake Mohave. See page 25 for stamp requirements.

Required for any fishing license or permit holder who wishes to fish with two combinations of hook, line and rod.

$29.00

$10.00

$13.00

$13.00

$9.00

+$3.00/ea.

$3.00

$10.00

Allows a group to go fishing. Valid until midnight of the day specified. At least one member of the group must be a resident of Nevada.
“Group” means a group of persons consisting of at least one primary adult (18 years of age or older) and one child (12-15 years of age).
Each person is required to provide their social security number. Only available online at www.ndow.org and at regional offices.

Primary adult for the group (must be 18 years of age or older)
Each additional adult (must be 16 years of age or older)
Each child (12-15 years of age)

Parental signature required at time of purchase for persons under 17 years of age.

For persons 12 through 15 years of age on the date of purchase (parental signature required at time of purchase).

For persons 65 years of age or older on the date of purchase with 5 years of continuous Nevada residency preceding
the date of application for license.

For Nevada resident servicemen on active duty who are stationed outside of Nevada. Must show duty or leave
papers at time of purchase. Not available online due to documentation requirements.

Eligible non-profits include: clubs, foundations, programs, educational institutions or other social groups operated
for the benefit of children or that will use the permit for the benefit of adults with disabilities; for mental health
facilities, facilities for juveniles, rehabilitation, older persons, and foster care facilities. Permits for entire non-profit
organization when supervised by the non-profit officer or employee with a valid fishing license. New applicants
submit descriptive letter of services provided by their institution or organization, and proof of non-profit status.

For persons with a severe physical disability which materially limits gainful employment.

For resident veterans who have incurred a 50 percent service-connected disability.

For resident Native Americans. First-time applicants must contact a Nevada tribal council to complete the certificate
of eligibility before the license can be issued.

For persons with a severe physical disability which materially limits gainful employment.

$9.00
+$6.00/ea.
+$5.00/ea.

$54.00

$21.00

$21.00

$9.00

$25.00

$13.00

Free

Free

$21.00

PLEASE NOTE: All special licenses marked with an asterisk * require first-time applicants to apply through NDOW offices only. Once their application is on
file, these license holders will then be able to apply for future year’s licenses online at www.ndow.org or through an NDOW authorized license agent with a

point of sale license system.

2016-2017 Nevada Fishing Guide
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LICENSES. PERMITS, STAMPS AND FEES

(Nevada’s license year is March 1, 2016 through February 28, 2017 )

Nonresident License and Permit Fees

LICENSE/PERMIT DESCRIPTION | FEe |

Annual Fishing License For persons 16 years of age or older on the date of purchase. $69.00
Required for any license holder who takes or possesses trout. “Take” means catch, capture, net, or kill. Not required

R for any Short-Term Fishing Permit or a “Take Me Fishing” 1-Day Group Fishing Permit. P

Junior Fishing License For persons 12 through 15 years of age on the date of purchase. $21.00
Valid until midnight of the date specified. $18.00

1-Day/Short-Term Fishing

Permit Each consecutive day added to a 1-Day/Short-Term Fishing Permit +$7.00/ca
(Must be purchased at the same time Short-Term Permit is purchased). : :

Nevada Interstate Boundar Annual nonresident fishing license to fish solely in the reciprocal waters of the Colorado River, Lake Mead and Lake

. v Mohave (12 years of age and older) and Lake Tahoe and Topaz Lake (16 years of age and older). See page 13 for $29.00

Waters License R . .
more information regarding Interstate waters.

Nevada Special Use Stamp Required for any fishing license or permit holder when fishing in reciprocal waters of Colorado River, Lake Mead and $3.00

Lake Mohave. See pages 25 for stamp requirements.

Allows a group to go fishing. Valid until midnight of day specified. If any member of the group is a resident of Nevada, see resident
fees. If no member of the group is a resident of Nevada the following fees apply. “Group” means a group of persons consisting of at
least one primary adult (18 years of age or older) and one child (12 - 15 years of age). Only available online at www.ndow.org and at
regional offices. Each person is required to provide their social security number.

“Take Me Fishing” 1-Day
Group Fishing Permit

Primary adult for the group (must be 18 years of age or older)

Each additional adult (must be 16 years of age or older)

Each child (12-15 years of age)

Second Rod Stamp

Combination Hunting and
Fishing License

Required for any fishing license or permit holder who wishes to fish with two combinations of hook, line and rod.

Parental signature required at time of purchase for persons under 17 years of age.

$18.00
+$12.00/ea.
+$6.00/ea.

$10.00

$199.00

Social Security Number: Laws regarding child support mandate that any person who is required by federal law to have a social security number must provide
the number to obtain a business, occupational or recreational license. Federal Law - Public Law 104 - 193; Nevada Statute - NRS 502.063, 503.5833,

504.390.

Qualifications for Resident Licenses, Tags and Permits:

A person is considered to be a resident of the
State of Nevada if he is a citizen of, or is law-
fully entitled to remain in, the United States,
and during the six months next preceding his
application to the Department for a license,
tag or permit, he maintained his principal
and permanent residence in this State; was
physically present in this State, except for
temporary absences; and did not purchase or
apply for any resident license, tag or permit to
hunt, fish or trap in another state, country or
province. A person who does not maintain his
principal and permanent residence in Nevada

but who is attending an institution of higher
learning in this State as a full-time student
is eligible for a resident license, tag or permit
if, during the six months next preceding his
application to the Department for a license,
tag or permit, he: was physically present in
Nevada, except for temporary trips outside of
the State, and did not purchase or apply for
any resident license, tag or permit to hunt, fish
or trap in another state, country or province.
A resident license, tag or permit issued by
this State is void if the person to whom it was
issued establishes or maintains his princi-

Military Stationed in Nevada

The Department shall issue to any member
of the Armed Forces of the United States
who has been assigned to permanent duty, as
opposed to temporary or casual duty, within
the State of Nevada all necessary hunting or
fishing licenses, tags or permits for fishing,

hunting or trapping in the State of Nevada.
A like privilege must be extended to spouses
and dependents, under the age of 21, of such
members of the Armed Forces. All such li-
censes, tags or permits must be issued on the
same terms and conditions and at the same

2016-2017 Nevada Fishing Guide

pal and permanent residence in and obtains
any hunting, fishing or trapping privilege or
entitlement conditional on residency from
another state, country or province. Principal
and permanent residence means a place where
aperson is legally domiciled and maintains a
permanent habitation in which he lives and
to which he intends to return when he leaves
the state in which the permanent habitation
is located. The term does not include merely
owning a residence in the state.

costs as licenses, tags or permits are issued to
Nevada residents, except that the 6 months’
residence requirement must be waived. (See
Serviceman Fishing License on page 4
for Nevada residents stationed out of state.)







GENERAL STATEWIDE REGULATIONS

License Requirements

All persons fishing are subject to the license
requirements listed below. Except for some
“interstate waters” (Lake Tahoe, Topaz Lake,
Lake Mead, Lake Mohave, Colorado River),
anglers 12 years of age and older are required
to obtain and possess a license or permit to
fish. Nonresident anglers under 12 years of
age are not required to have a license, but the
number of fish taken by such nonresident an-
glers must not exceed 50 percent of the limit
as provided by law. (For instance, if the limit
is five, these young anglers may take only two
fish.) Fishing license and permit requirements
also apply to persons taking fish by means of
spear or bow and arrow.

Trout Stamp

Any person who takes (catches) or possesses
trout must carry on his person:

1. A state Trout Stamp affixed to his fishing
license and validated by his signature in
ink across the face of the stamp, or

2. A Trout Stamp privilege as provided on
an internet or point-of-sale license.

Exceptions: While fishing in Nevada, youth
under the age of 12, any persons fishing under
the authority of a “Take Me Fishing” 1-Day
Group Fishing Permit, or a valid short-term
fishing permit or during a consecutive day
validly added to that permit are not required
to obtain a Trout Stamp. A Trout Stamp is not
required to fish on Free Fishing Day (NRS
502.326).

Second Rod Stamp

A person may fish with a second combina-
tion of hook, line and rod, if he has a “Second
Rod Stamp” which allows the person to use
a second combination of hook, line and rod
or a “Second Rod” privilege as provided on
an internet or point-of-sale license. A per-
son, regardless of age, must first obtain a
valid fishing license or short-term fishing
permit before he can use a Second Rod
Stamp. No person may use more than two
combinations of hook, line and rod at any
time (NAC 502.297).

L] L]

Limits

“Limit” means the maximum number of game
fish that may be lawfully taken and reduced
to possession by a person. The “Limit” in-
cludes fish caught in Nevada which have been
processed or preserved and are stored at any
location. Fish that are caught and immediately
released back to the water alive are not con-
sidered to be reduced to possession or part
of the limit. Limits for individual counties
are specified under each Region’s General
Regulations. Limits for waters, which have
special limits or restrictions, are listed under
each Region’s Special Regulations.

Possession Limit
vs. Daily Limit

In this state, there is no distinction between a
“daily” limit and a “possession” limit. There is
simply a “limit.” An angler may not have more
than one limit in possession. For example,
if an angler fishes one body of water where

2016-2017 Nevada Fishing Guide

the limit is four trout and takes his limit, he
may not then move to a body of water where
the limit is two trout and keep any more fish.

Size Limit

Unless otherwise noted under Region Gen-
eral Regulations or Region Special Regula-
tions, there is no size limit. Where size limits
do apply, this shall mean the total length of
the fish including the head and tail, measured
as illustrated in the diagram.

Seasons and Hours

Unless otherwise noted under Region Special
Regulations, the season is open year around
and fishing hours are any time of the day or
night. Where specified, “open season” in-
cludes the first and last day designated.

“Fishes,” “fishing,”
“fished” and “to
fish” defined

The words “to fish” and their derivatives,
“fishes,” “fishing” and “fished,” mean catch-
ing, taking, capturing, killing, injuring or
crippling of a fish or game amphibian, and
every attempt to do so.

Filleting Fish

Where size limits apply, fish may be filleted
before transport if the remainder of the car-
cass of each fish filleted is kept in one piece
so size and possession limits can be imme-
diately determined. It is unlawful for any
person to cause through carelessness, neglect
or otherwise any edible portion of any game
fish to go to waste needlessly. In the case of
game fish, (1) the fillet meat from the oper-
culum (gill plate) to the caudal fin (tail fin).

Methods of Fishing

Except as noted under “Spearfishing” and




"’/HOOK IDENTIFICATION

Single Barbed Hook

Single Barbless Hook

“Unprotected Fish,” fish may be taken only
with hook and line attached to rod or reel
and closely attended in the manner known
asangling. Unless a person has a valid second
rod stamp, only one combination of hooks,
line and rod may be used at any one time. No
more than three baited hooks, nor more than
three fly hooks, or two lures or plugs irrespec-
tive of the number of hooks or attractor blades
attached thereto, may be attached to the line.
Some waters have further restrictions.

L]

Spearfishing

Persons may spearfish for unprotected fish
in all Nevada waters except Lake Tahoe
and Topaz Lake. Persons may spearfish for
striped bass in Lake Mead and Lake Mohave
from Cottonwood Cove to the cable below
Hoover Dam. Spearfishing for striped bass
is prohibited in that portion of Lake Mohave
from Cottonwood Cove to Davis Dam and
from Davis Dam down river to the Nevada
state line. In Lakes Mead and Mohave and
the Colorado River system, spearfishing is
prohibited within 1/2 mile of any dock or
swimming area. When spearfishing, a person
must display, within 100 feet, an appropriate
diver’s flag. A mechanical spearing device may
be used only under the surface of the water,
and the spear must be attached to the device
by a lanyard. Fishing license regulations
apply to persons taking fish by means of
spear or bow and arrow.

Using Fish for Bait

Please see pages 12-13. Game fish and
protected species of fish may not be used
as bait.

Chumming

“Chumming” means placing fish, parts of

fish or other material upon which fish feed,
in the water for the purpose of attracting fish
to a particular area so that they may be taken.
Chumming is prohibited in Lake Tahoe, To-
paz Lake, Spooner Lake and the entire Ruby
Lake National Wildlife Refuge.

Ice Fishing

For the purposes of ice fishing, holes cut
through the ice must not exceed 10 inches
in diameter.

Unprotected Fish
Unprotected fish are all species not classified
as game or protected (game fish are listed on
page 10). Unprotected fish may be taken by
bow and arrow, hook and line, dipnet, cast net,
minnow seine or minnow trap, and, except
where prohibited, by spear. In the Colorado
River and Lakes Mead and Mohave, the taking
of fish by bow and arrow is prohibited within
1/2 mile of any dock or swimming area.

Artificial Lures

“Artificial Lures” means any device with a
hook or hooks attached which is made partly
or entirely of rubber, wood, metal, glass, plas-
tic or feathers. (Please note: PowerBait ° or
similar products are not considered artificial
lures.)

Artificial Lures with
Single Barbless Hooks

A “single barbless hook” means a fish hook
having one point, manufactured without
barbs or on which the barbs have been bent
completely closed or filed off. Double or treble
hooks having a common shank are not a single
barbless hook even when the barbs are closed
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or filed off. When single barbless hooks are
required, only one single barbless hook may be
attached to each hook eye or ring of the lure.

Only artificial lures may be
used in the following waters:

1. The Collection Ditch at Ruby Lake NWR
in Elko County.

2. Dacey Reservoir on the Kirch WMA in
Nye County.

3. Hinkson Slough on the Mason Valley
WMA in Lyon County

4. Tonkin Springs Reservoir in Eureka
County.

Only artificial lures with
single barbless hooks may
be used in these waters:

+ Knott Creek Reservoir including inlet
and outlet streams in Humboldt County.

+ Hobart Reservoir (Washoe County), its
tributaries and Franktown Creek down-
stream to Red House.

+ Catnip Reservoir in Washoe County.

« South Fork of the Humboldt River (Elko
County) from the access causeway for
the Lucky Nugget subdivision upstream
to Lee.

« East Walker River (Lyon County) from
1/4 mile above the confluence of the East
Walker River and Sweetwater Creek
downstream to 1/2 mile below the con-
fluence of the East Walker River and Red
Wash Creek.

+ Marlette Lake including tributaries and
outlet stream in Washoe County.

+ Smith Creek Reservoir in Lander County.




GENERAL STATEWIDE REGULATIONS

Northern Pike

Northern pike are not classified as game
fish; they are a prohibited species. Anglers
wishing to keep northern pike to eat are re-
quired to kill them upon capture. There is
no limit for northern pike, and anglers who
wish to assist in the removal of northern pike
from the waters of the state and who wish to
dispose of them may do so without regard for
Nevada’s wanton waste laws. The importation,
transportation or possession of live northern
pike is prohibited (NAC 503.110).

Game Fish
Transportation

Game fish taken under the authority of a
fishing license or fishing permit may not be
transported alive from the body of water
where the game fish is taken. It is not illegal
to keep game fish alive and in a live well, net
or on a stringer while at the body of water
from which they are caught. Anglers must
kill fish to be transported away from the
body of water. Under no circumstances can
game fish be transported in a manner which

would allow for their release alive at another
body of water. The transport and release of
live wildlife without a permit is illegal.

Bullfrogs

There is no license requirement or limit on
bullfrogs if they are taken by gig, spear, bow
and arrow or by hand. However, a license is
required to take bullfrogs by hook and line.
Season is open year around anytime of the day
or night in waters that are open to fishing or
frogging. Bullfrogs may not be transported
alive from the body of water where taken.

Crayfish

A fishing license is not required to capture
crayfish for personal consumption or use as
bait. When used as bait crayfish may only be
used in the water where captured and other bait
restrictions apply (see pages 12-13). There is no
limit on crayfish. A license is required to take
crayfish by hook and line. A permit is required
to take crayfish for commercial purposes at Lake
Tahoe (crayfish may not be taken for commer-
cial purposes from any other Nevada water.)
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Coldwater Game Fish

Coldwater game fish are: Bonneville cutthroat
trout, Lahontan cutthroat trout, Snake River
(Yellowstone) cutthroat trout, Kokanee salm-
on, brook trout, brown trout, bull trout, lake
trout, rainbow trout, redband trout, mountain
whitefish and any hybrid thereof.

Warmwater Game Fish

‘Warmwater game fish are: black bullhead,
brown bullhead, channel catfish, white cat-
fish, striped bass, white bass, largemouth
bass, smallmouth bass, spotted bass, black
crappie, white crappie, yellow perch, Sacra-
mento perch, bluegill sunfish, pumpkinseed
sunfish, green sunfish, redear sunfish, walleye
and any hybrid thereof.

Protected Fish
and Amphibians

Protected fish and amphibians are those
species listed in NAC 503.065, 503.075 and
503.067. There is no open season on fish or
amphibians classified as protected.

The Capture,
Transport and
Use of Bait

Any person possessing a fishing license or
permit, or otherwise exempted from such
licenses, may capture, transport and use bait
for fishing or personal consumption except
that the use of game fish or protected spe-
cies of fish for bait is prohibited. Aquatic
bait (such as live unprotected amphibians,
crayfish, clams and snails) may be used only
in the water from which it is taken. Aquatic
bait and live bait fish (live unprotected species
of freshwater fish) may be transported from
one river basin to another or from one area
of this state to another only as provided in
the appropriate regional regulation as noted
below. Any bait obtained from a licensed
dealer of live bait fish must be accompanied by
a currently dated receipt issued by that dealer.

NOTE: Artificial lure-only waters are listed
on page 9. Fishing with Bait Fish
table on page 12.
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FISHING WITH BAIT

The use of bait fish, whether dead or alive or the parts thereof, other than preserved salmon eggs, is prohibited in all waters

except those listed below.

GENERAL
AREA

Carson
River Basin

Truckee
River Basin

Humboldt
River System
in Humboldt,
Pershing and

Churchill
Counties

Lake Tahoe

Walker River
System

Colorado
River System

* Live Baitfish means live, unprotected species of freshwater fish. Use of any game fish as bait is prohibited.

SPECIFIC WATERS WHERE BAIT FISH
MAY BE USED

The Carson River from Quilici Dam (12
miles below Dayton) above Lahontan
Reservoir downstream to and including
Lahontan Res., the Carson River below
Lahontan Dam and all of the waters
within Lahontan Valley, Churchill County.

The Carson River from the boundary
between California and Nevada to Quilici
Dam

In the Truckee River Basin, which includes
the Truckee River and its diversion
ditches and tributaries from the California
state line to, but excluding Pyramid Lake,
and including Paradise Ponds, Virginia
Lake, Washoe Lake and the Fernley Wild-
life Management Area.

The Humboldt River Basin from Stahl
Diversion Dam (near Golconda, Hum-
boldt County) to and including Rye Patch
Reservoir, the Pitt-Taylor and Chimney
Reservoirs, the Humboldt River below
Rye Patch Dam and all waters of the
Humboldt River in Lovelock Valley,
Pershing and Churchill Counties

The waters of Lake Tahoe and its tribu-
taries located in Carson City, Douglas
and Washoe Counties

The main Walker River from the bridge
of the S.P. Railroad near Wabuska,
downstream to and including Weber
Reservoir and the lower Walker River
down to and including Walker Lake

Lake Mead, Lake Mohave and the Colo-
rado River located in Clark County

Additional bait regulations:
In the Eastern Region (Elko, Eureka, Lander and White Pine Counties) the possession or use of fish as bait, whether dead or alive or any parts thereof except for pre-
served salmon eggs, is prohibited. Other aquatic bait (live, unprotected salamanders, waterdogs, frogs, crayfish, clams and snails) may be used only in the water from
which it is taken.
In the Southern Region, while fishing the waters of Lake Mead, Lake Mohave and the Colorado River, a licensed person may purchase live baitfish from a licensed bait

dealer in Arizona, California or Nevada, or he may for his own use, take such baitfish with a dipnet, a cast net with a radius not exceeding four feet from horn to leadline,
a seine not exceeding 10 feet in length and four feet in width, or a minnow trap not exceeding 12 inches in width, 12 inches in depth and 24 inches in length. In all other
waters of this region, the capture, possession while fishing or use of fish as bait, whether dead or alive, or parts thereof, other than preserved salmon eggs, is prohibited.

*SPECIES APPROVED FOR USE AS LIVE BAIT .

LAHONTAN REDSIDE (SHINER)

SPECKLED DACE
TAHOE SUCKER
MTN. SUCKER
MOSQUITOFISH

TUICHUB
SACRAMENTO BLACKFISH

PAIUTE SCULPIN
FATHEAD MINNOW
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THREADFIN SHAD

GOLDFISH
GIZZARD SHAD

AUTHORIZED DEALERS AND AREAS
WHERE LICENSED ANGLERS MAY
ACQUIRELIVE BAIT FISH FOR
PERSONAL USE

Fish used as live bait may be take only from
the Carson or Truckee River Basins in Car-
son City, Churchill, Douglas, Lyon, Storey or
Washoe Counties or purchased only from
adealer who is licensed in this state and
authorized to sell live bait fish for use in the
Carson River Basin.

Fish used as live bait may be take only from
the Carson River above Quilici Dam or pur-
chased only from a dealer who is licensed
in this state and authorized to sell live bait
fish for use in the Carson River Basin.

Fish used as live bait may be taken only
from the Truckee River or its tributaries or
be purchased from a dealer licensed in this
state and authorized to sell live bait fish for
use in the Truckee River Basin.

Fish used as live bait in this area may only
be taken from the Humboldt River and its
tributaries or purchased from a dealer who
is licensed in this state and authorized to
sell live bait fish for use in the Humboldt
River Basin.

Fish used here as live bait may be taken
only from, and must be native to, Lake
Tahoe and its tributaries.

Fish used as live bait here may only be
taken from the Walker River Basin in Lyon
or Mineral Counties or purchased from
adealer who is licensed in this state and
authorized to sell live bait fish for use in the
Walker River Basin. The use of fish as bait,
whether alive or dead, or parts thereof, is
prohibited in the ponds and sloughs of the
Mason Valley Wildlife Management Area
and the Fort Churchill Cooling Ponds.

Other forms of aquatic and animal life, such
as the waterdog, grasshopper, earthworm
and crayfish may also be used as bait.




BAIT REGULATIONS

Eastern Region
Bait Regulations

Within this region, which includes Elko,
Eureka, Lander and White Pine Counties, the
possession or use of fish as bait, whether dead or
alive or any parts thereof except for preserved
salmon eggs, is prohibited. Other aquatic bait
(live, unprotected salamanders, waterdogs,
frogs, crayfish, clams and snails) may be used
only in the water from which it is taken.

Southern Region
Bait Regulations

In Lake Mead, Lake Mohave and the Colo-
rado River located in Clark County, only
golden shiner, fathead minnow, mosquitofish,
red shiner, gizzard shad, threadfin shad, carp
and goldfish may be used as live bait fish.
Other forms of aquatic and animal life, such
as the waterdog, grasshopper, earthworm and
crayfish may be used as bait. A person holding
a fishing license may purchase fish authorized
for use as bait from a licensed bait dealer in
Arizona, California or Nevada, or he may, for
his own use, take fish authorized for use as
bait with a dipnet, a cast net with a radius not
exceeding four feet from horn to leadline, a
seine not exceeding 10 feet in length and four
feet in width, or a minnow trap not exceeding
12 inches in width, 12 inches in depth or 24
inches in length. In all other waters of the
Southern Region, the capture, possession
while fishing or use of fish as bait, whether
dead or alive, or parts thereof, other than
preserved salmon eggs, is prohibited.

Western Region
Bait Regulations

In the Carson River Basin from Quilici
Dam (12 miles below Dayton) above Lahon-
tan Reservoir downstream to and includ-
ing Lahontan Reservoir, the Carson River
below Lahontan Dam and all of the waters
within Lahontan Valley, Churchill County:
only Lahontan redside (shiner), speckled dace,
Tahoe sucker, mountain sucker, mosquitofish,
carp, tui chub, Sacramento blackfish, fathead
minnows and Paiute sculpin may be used as
live bait fish. Fish used as live bait may be
taken only from the Carson or Truckee River
Basins in Carson City, Churchill, Douglas,
Lyon, Storey or Washoe Counties or pur-
chased only from a dealer who is licensed in
this state and authorized to sell live bait fish
for use in the Carson River Basin.

In the area of the Carson River Basin from
the boundary between California and Ne-
vada to Quilici Dam: only Lahontan redside

(shiner), speckled dace, Tahoe sucker, moun-
tain sucker and mosquitofish may be used
as live bait fish. Fish used as live bait may
be taken only from the Carson River above
Quilici Dam or purchased from a dealer who
islicensed in this state and authorized to sell
live bait fish for use in the Carson River Basin.

In the Humboldt River Basin from Stall
Diversion Dam (near Golconda, Humboldt
County) to and including Rye Patch Reser-
voir, the Pitt-Taylor and Chimney Reser-
voirs, the Humboldt River below Rye Patch
Dam and all waters of the Humboldt River
in Lovelock Valley, Pershing and Churchill
Counties: only Lahontan redside (shiner), tui
chub, speckled dace, Tahoe sucker, mountain
sucker, Sacramento blackfish, fathead min-
nows and carp may be used as live bait fish.
Fish used as live bait in this area may only
be taken from the Humboldt River and its
tributaries or purchased from a dealer who is
licensed in this state and authorized to sell live
bait fish for use in the Humboldt River Basin.

In the waters of Lake Tahoe and its tribu-
taries located in Carson City, Douglas and
‘Washoe Counties: only Lahontan redside
(shiner), tui chub, Tahoe sucker, mountain
sucker, Paiute sculpin and speckled dace may
be used as live bait fish. Fish used as live bait
may be taken only from, and must be native
to, Lake Tahoe and its tributaries.

In the main Walker River from the bridge
of the S.P. Railroad near Wabuska, down-
stream to and including Weber Reservoir
on the Walker River Indian Reservation
and the lower Walker River down to and
including Walker Lake: only Lahontan red-
side (shiner), tui chub, speckled dace, Tahoe
sucker, mountain sucker, carp and mosqui-
tofish may be used as live bait. Fish used as
live bait may only be taken from the Walker
River Basin in Lyon or Mineral County or be
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purchased from a dealer who is licensed in
this state and authorized to sell live bait fish
for use in the Walker River Basin. The use of
fish as bait, whether alive or dead, or parts
thereof, is prohibited in the ponds and sloughs
of the Mason Valley Wildlife Management
Area and the Fort Churchill Cooling Ponds.

In the Truckee River Basin, which includes
the Truckee River and its diversion ditches
and tributaries from the California state
line to, but excluding Pyramid Lake, and
including Paradise Ponds, Virginia Lake,
Washoe Lake and the Fernley Wildlife
Management Area: only Lahontan redside
(shiner), speckled dace, Tahoe sucker, moun-
tain sucker, Paiute sculpin, mosquitofish, tui
chub, fathead minnows and carp may be used
as live bait fish. Fish used as live bait may only
be taken from the Truckee River or its tribu-
taries or be purchased from a dealer licensed
in this state and authorized to sell live bait fish
for use in the Truckee River Basin.

In all other waters of this region, the cap-
ture, possession while fishing or the use of
fish as bait, whether dead or alive, or parts
thereof, other than preserved salmon eggs,
is prohibited.

/INTERSTATE
WATERS FISHING
AND LICENSE
INFORMATION

For information on fishing on interstate
waters and license requirements: Lake

Lake Mead, Lake Mohave and the
Colorado River, see page 25.

Tahoe and Topaz Lake, see page 30.




EASTERN REGION REGULATIONS
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By Joe Doucette

In an effort to bring what was once a nation-
ally acclaimed fishery back to prominence,
the Nevada Department of Wildlife NDOW)
treated two White Pine County waters to re-
move undesirable fish last summer. Comins
Lake, once the jewel of Nevada’s high desert
fisheries, had northern pike illegally intro-
duced in 1999. The source of the pike was
believed to be Bassett Lake, just a few miles
north and both lakes were treated to remove
the pike that have decimated the trout and
bass populations.

Comins Lake was purchased as part of
Steptoe Valley Wildlife Management Areain
1999. The peak years for fishingat Comins
were between 2000 and 2005 when limits of
three to five pound trout were very common.
In 2004, Comins Lake averaged approximate-
ly 35,000 angler days a year, with more than
70% of the anglers coming from out of town.
This pumped more than $2,000,000 into the
White Pine County economy.

[ %

er

Comins L2

Within 10 years of the illegal 1999 intro-
duction of pike into Comins, the toothy preda-
tor had not only destroyed the trout fishery,
but due to a lack of prey base, the pike popula-
tion crashed as well. With the destruction of
the fishery by 2013, angler visitation to the
lake had dropped to less than 1,300 angler
use days a year.

“Approximately 60 NDOW employees and
volunteers treated the two lakes with rotenone
in August of 2015, when low water conditions
made the work possible,” said Heath Korell,
NDOW fisheries biologist. “Rotenone is a
naturally occurring chemical that kills fish.”

Rotenone is made from the roots of certain
tropical and subtropical legume plants, and
other than completely draining a body of
water, is the only known effective treatment
that can consistently eliminate fish from a
stream, pond or lake. It affects the ability
of the gills of the fish to absorb oxygen but
doesn't affect mammals and birds.

Bassett Lake is on private land owned by
Rio Tinto, once known as Kennecott Copper
and permission had to be obtained in order

for the Department to treat the water with
rotenone.

Rotenone is applied using several methods.
In the large bodies of water the chemical is
spread using boats with Venturipumps mixing
the chemical into the deep water, while in the
shallows using smaller boats with sprayers. In
areas with springs, rotenone mixed with sand
and made into “bombs” is dropped around
the spring allowing it to mix into the water
seeping out of the ground.

In the small creeks and tributaries that
feed into the lakes, drip buckets are set at
various intervals allowing a continuous sup-
ply of rotenone to flow into the water killing
fish. Backpack hand sprayers and rotenone
sand bombs are also used in the tributar-
ies and in the marshy areas where the drip
buckets may not be effective.

“After testing Bassett’s water quality in Oc-
tober, we stocked it with approximately 2300
fingerling largemouth bass and 38 adult large-
mouth bass taken from South Fork Reservoir,”
said Korell, “This was followed up with the stock-
ing of 2500 trout into Bassett in November.”
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Unfortunately, with extreme low water conditions due to
four years of drought, both very low dissolved oxygen (DO)
and extremely high pH values didn’t allow for fall stocking of
Comins Lake. With the dry ground, much of the water diverted
from Cave Lake to Comins, was captured by the parched soils
and didn’t add enough water to get the DO levels up and the pH
down from its high of 10.

“If we have a good winter and get some fresh water into Comins
Lake that will bring the oxygen level up and the pH level down,”
explains Korell, “Then we plan to stock it with both largemouth

+.._  bassand trout this spring.”

= The Department is investigating the possibility of running a

....1:’“: pipeline from a diversion in Steptoe Creek down to the lake to

o help conserve water that is often lost to seepage and evaporation. i
- * This would make more efficient use of the water that comes out
of Cave Lake and provide a more stable supply for Comins. Lt

NDOW is also exploring the possibility of stocking tiger
muskellunge into Bassett, providing a large toothy predatory fish
that some anglers like to target. The advantage of tiger muskies
is that they are sterile and their populations can be controlled
with fishing regulations and stocking.

According to Korell, “When these treatments are completed,
the public will be able to enjoy quality trout and largemouth
bass fishing once again, with the White Pine County economy
receiving an additional boost from people going fishing.”

White Pine County
Tourism & Recreation Board

150 Sixth Street, Ely, Nevada
800-496-9350

elynevada.net - travelnevada.com
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Eastern Region Fishable Waters

BODY OF WATER COUNTY/LOCATION SPECIES

Angel Lake

Barth Pit

Bassett Lake/Tailings Creek
Big Creek

Bruneau River

Carlin Pond

Cave Lake/Steptoe Creek
Cleve Creek

Cold Creek Reservoir
Comins Lake

Dorsey Reservoir

Dry Creek Reservoir
Groves Lake/Kingston Creek
Humboldt River
Humboldt River, NF
Humboldt River
Humboldt River

lllipah Reservoir

Jakes Creek Reservoir
Jiggs Reservoir

Lamoille Creek

Owyhee River, East Fork
Ruby Lake NWR

Salmon Falls River

South Fork Humboldt River

South Fork Reservoir

Tabor Creek
West Fork Jarbidge River
White River

Wildhorse Reservoir

Willow Creek Reservoir
Willow Creek Pond

Wilson Sink Reservoir

Species Abbreviations

Elko Co./East Humboldt

Eureka Co./Humboldt River Valley
White Pine Co./Steptoe Valley
Lander Co./Toiyabe Range

Elko Co./Snake River System

Elko Co./Humboldt River Valley
White Pine Co./Schell Creek Range
White Pine Co./Schell Creek Range
White Pine Co./Newark Valley
White Pine Co./Steptoe Valley

Elko Co./NF Humboldt River

Elko Co./Bull Run Creek

Lander Co./Toiyabe Range

Elko Co.

Elko Co./Independence Mountains
Eureka Co.

Lander Co.

White Pine Co./White Pine Range
Elko Co./Salmon Falls River Drainage
Elko Co./Jiggs

Elko Co./Ruby Mtns.

Elko Co./Wildhorse Range

Elko Co./Ruby Valley

Elko Co./O’Neil Basin

Elko Co./Ruby Mtns.

Elko Co./SF Humboldt River

Elko Co./Snake Mtns.
Elko Co./Jarbidge Mtns.
White Pine Co./White Pine Range

Elko Co./EF Owyhee River

Elko Co./Tuscarora Mtns.
Lander Co./Battle Mountain

Elko Co./Independence Mtns.

EASTERN REGION REGULATIONS

rb, bk, tt

smb, Imb, bg, cc, rb
Imb

rb, bn, bk

rb, w

rb

rb, bn, bk

rb, bn

rb, Imb

rb, bn, Imb

rb

rb, smb, Imb

rb, bn

cc, Imb, smb, bn, bb, bg
bk, ct

rb, Imb, smb, cc, bb
Imb, cc

rb, bn

rb, Imb, cc

rb, Imb, bg

rb, bk, tt

rb, bn, w, smb

rb, bk, bn, Imb, tt

rb, bn, w

ct, rb, bn, bk, bc, smb, cc, w

rb, bn, smb, Imb, cc, bc, wi

rb, bk, tt

rb, bt,w

rb, bn, bk

rb, bn, smb, yp, cc, bc, Imb, wi, tt
Imb, cr, cc, ct

rb, bn, Imb

rb, Imb

bb bullhead catfish ct cutthroat trout
bc rainbowXcutthroat hybrid Imb largemouth bass
bg bluegill sunfish rb rainbow trout
bk brook trout smb smallmouth bass
bn brown trout tt tiger trout
bt bull trout w whitefish
cc channel catfish wi wiper
cr crappie yp yellow perch
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EASTERN RﬁEN REGULATIONS

The Eastern Region includes the four counties
of northeastern Nevada: Elko, Eureka, Lander
and White Pine. Popular fishing waters include
Wildhorse, Wilson, Willow Creek, Jakes Creek,
Illipah and South Fork reservoirs, Groves Lake,
Bassett Lake, Cave Lake, Ruby Lake, other high
mountain lakes and several streams located
throughout the area. The Eastern Region
NDOW Office is located at 60 Youth Center
Road, Elko, NV 89801, (775) 777-2300.

Important Note: Within the Eastern Region
the following general fishing seasons, hours,
limits, and regulations apply to all waters EX-
CEPT those listed under “Eastern Region
Special Regulations”. If the water in which
you intend to fish is not listed under the Eastern
Region’s Special Regulations, then the General
Regulations shall apply.

All game fish must be dead before being
transported away from the body of water
where caught.

Eastern Region
General Regulations:

Open year around, any hour of the day or night.

Eastern Region Limits

Except as noted under “Special Regulations,”
the limits are as follows:

Streams and Rivers

Elko County: The limit is 10 trout, 10 moun-
tain whitefish, and 15 warmwater game fish
of which not more than 10 may be black bass.
No limit on northern pike or yellow perch
(unlimited possession). No bull trout are al-
lowed in possession.

Eureka, Lander and White Pine Counties:
The limit is 10 trout and 15 warmwater game
fish of which not more than 10 may be black
bass. No limit on northern pike or yellow
perch (unlimited possession).

Lakes and Reservoirs
Elko, Eureka, Lander and White Pine
Counties: The limit is 5 trout, and 15 warm-

water game fish of which not more than 10
may be black bass. No limit on northern pike
or yellow perch (unlimited possession).

Bait Regulations

While fishing in this region, the possession
or use of fish as bait, whether dead or alive or
any parts thereof except for preserved salmon
eggs, is prohibited. Other aquatic bait may be
used only in the water from which it is taken.
See pages 12-13 for more regulations on
the use of bait fish.

Eastern Region
Closed Waters

The following waters are closed to all fishing:

Elko County

In Ruby Valley, fishing is prohibited in Gallagh-
er Hatchery rearing, brood and spring ponds;
in Cave Creek west of the county road; and on
Franklin Lake Wildlife Management Area.

Eureka County

Tonkin Springs Creek (Denay Creek) from
origin to its confluence with Tonkin Springs
Reservoir.

White Pine County

Cold Creek Springs (Spring Pond) and creek
above Cold Creek Reservoir in the Diamond
Range of White Pine County.

Artificial Lure Waters

See page 9.

Eastern Region

Special Regulations

Elko County

Angel Lake and inlet and outlet streams:

Season is open year around, any hour of the
day or night. Limit is 5 trout.
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Bruneau River and tributary streams: Sea-
son is open year around, any hour of the day
or night. Limits are 10 trout and 10 mountain
whitefish.

Dry Creek Reservoir: Season is open year
around, any hour of the day or night. Limits
are 5 trout and 15 warmwater game fish of
which no more than 10 may be black bass.

Jarbidge River, West Fork and East Fork and
its tributary streams: Season is open year
around, any hour of the day or night. Limit
is 5 trout and 10 mountain whitefish, except
the possession of bull trout is prohibited. All
captured bull trout must be released imme-
diately. Please report the capture of bull trout
to NDOW Eastern Region Office.

Marys River and tributary streams: Season
is open year around, any hour of the day or
night. Limit is 5 trout.

Ruby Mountains and East Humboldt Range
High Lakes (except for Angel Lake): Season
is open year around, any hour of the day or
night. Limit is 10 trout.

Ruby Lake National Wildlife Refuge: Sea-
son is open year around in all areas except as
posted. Refuge is open 2 hours before sunrise
to 2 hours after sunset. From Jan. 1 through
June 14 the limit is 3 trout and 5 black bass.
Minimum size for black bass is 10 inches. From
June 15 through Dec. 31 the limit is 3 trout and
10 black bass. Minimum size for black bass is
10 inches. Those areas of the Collection Ditch
that are open to fishing may be fished with
artificial lures only. Chumming is prohibited.
It is unlawful to clean or fillet fish within the
boundaries of the Ruby Lake National Wildlife
Refuge. The possession or use of live or dead
bait fish (including crayfish and amphibians) is
prohibited anywhere on the refuge. For boat-
ing regulations contact the Refuge Manager.
The Gallagher Hatchery rearing, brood and
spring ponds, and Cave Creek on the west side
of the County Road are closed to fishing. See
page 39 for boating regulations.

South Fork Reservoir and the South Fork of
the Humboldt River from the Lucky Nug-
get Subdivision causeway downstream to
its confluence with the Humboldt River:
Season is open year around any hour of the
day or night. Exception: March 1 through
June 30, catch and release fishing only for
black bass. Limits are: 5 trout, 1 black bass,
1 white bass hybrid (wiper) and 5 channel
catfish. Minimum size for black bass and
white bass hybrids is 15 inches total length.

South Fork of the Humboldt River from
the Lucky Nugget Subdivision causeway




upstream to Lee: Season is open year around,
any hour of the day or night. Limit is 1 trout.
Only artificial lures with single barbless hooks
may be used.

Wildhorse Reservoir and all inlet and outlet
streams including Penrod Creek up to the
bridge below the Gold Creek Ranger Sta-
tion: Season is open year around, any hour of
the day or night. Exception: March 1 through
June 30, catch and release fishing only for
black bass. Limits are 5 trout, 1 black bass, 1
white bass hybrid (wiper) and 5 channel cat-
fish. Minimum size for black bass and white
bass hybrids is 15 inches total length. No
limit on yellow perch (unlimited possession).

Willow Creek Reservoir: Season is open year
around, any hour of the day or night. Limit is
5 trout and 15 warmwater game fish of which
not more than 10 may be black bass and 5 may
be channel catfish. Minimum size for black
bass is 10 inches total length.

Wilson Sink Reservoir and its outlet and
inlet stream up to State Route 11: Season
is open year around, any hour of the day or
night. Limit is 5 trout, 10 mountain whitefish
and 10 black bass. Minimum size for black
bass is 10 inches total length.

Eureka County

Tonkin Springs Reservoir: Season is open
year around, any hour of the day or night.
Limit is 5 trout. Artificial lures only. Stream
above reservoir is closed to fishing.

Lander County

Groves Lake, Kingston Creek and Big
Creek: Season is open year around, any hour
of the day or night. Limit is 5 trout. Only
boats without motors and boats with electric
motors are permitted.

Smith Creek Reservoir: Season is open April
1 through Nov. 15, any hour of the day or
night. Limit is 1 trout. Only artificial lures
with single barbless hooks may be used.
NOTE: Please respect “No Trespassing” signs
as posted (from the inlet of Smith Creek along
the north shore, including the dam) by the
private land owner.

Willow Creek Pond and Reservoir includ-
inginlet and outlet streams: Season is open
year around, 1 hour before sunrise to 2 hours
after sunset. Limit is 5 trout and 5 black bass.
Minimum size for black bass is 10 inches. No
limit on yellow perch (unlimited possession).

White Pine County

Cave Lake, Steptoe Creek and Cave Creek:
Season is open year around, any hour of the
day or night. Limit is 5 trout. On Cave Lake,

/

ATTENTION TROUT ANGLERS - IDENTIFY
YOUR CATCH IN THE JARBIDGE

When fishing in the Jarbidge River drainage area it is essential to be able to
differentiate between rainbow trout and the threatened bull trout. The most
common trout you will find is rainbow trout.

The possession of bull trout is prohibited! All captured bull trout must be
immediately released unharmed. Knowing how to identify your catch is important.

Bull trout have light colored spots scattered over a dark (olive-green color)
background. The fins have no black spotting. Rainbow trout have a light colored
background with a pink to red colored stripe across the side of the body. In addition,
there is black spotting over the body, tail fin and dorsal fin.

Please notify the Eastern Region NDOW Office in Elko of any bull trout that you
catch and release. The Elko NDOW office is located at 60 Youth Center Road in Elko.
Their phone number is (775) 777-2300. Watch for NDOW signs in the Jarbidge area.

Bull Trout

No black spots on dorsal fin

Rainbow Trout

il
Black spots on dorsal fin

boats must be operated at a speed which leaves
a flat wake and in no case exceeds 5 nautical
miles per hour.

Cold Creek Reservoir: Season is open year
around, any hour of the day or night. Limits
are 5 trout and 5 black bass. Minimum size
for black bass is 10 inches.

Comins Lake: Season is open year around,
any hour of the day or night. Limit is 5 trout
and 5 black bass. No limit on northern pike
(unlimited possession). Fish must be dead
before transporting. The importation, trans-
portation or possession of live northern pike
is prohibited (NAC 503.110).

Illipah Reservoir and Creek: Season is open
year around, any hour of the day or night.
Limit is 5 trout. Flat wake restrictions for boats.

Ruby Lake National Wildlife Refuge in Elko
and White Pine Counties: Season is open
year around in all areas except as posted.
Refuge is open 2 hours before sunrise to 2
hours after sunset. From Jan. 1 through June
14 the limit is 3 trout and 5 black bass. Mini-
mum size for black bass is 10 inches. From
June 15 through Dec. 31 the limit is 3 trout
and 10 black bass. Minimum size for black
bass is 10 inches. Those areas of the Collec-
tion Ditch that are open to fishing may be
fished with artificial lures only. Chumming
is prohibited. It is unlawful to clean or fillet
fish within the boundaries of the Ruby Lake

2016-2017 Nevada Fishing Guide

HEALTH ADVISORY

The Nevada State Health Division
has issued health advisories that
recommend limiting consumption
of fish species from seven Northern
Nevada waters, due to elevated
methylmercury levels.

r

/

In the Eastern Region, the
health advisory recommends no
consumption of largemouth bass or

northern pike from Comins Lake. For
more information, go to ndow.org.

-

National Wildlife Refuge. The possession or
use of live or dead bait fish (including crayfish
and amphibians) is prohibited anywhere on
the refuge. For boating regulations contact
the Refuge Manager. The Gallagher Hatchery
rearing, brood and spring ponds, and Cave
Creek on the west side of the County Road
are closed to fishing. See page 39 for boat-
ing regulations.

Snake Mountain High Lakes: Season is open
year around, any hour of the day or night.
Limit is 10 trout.

Tailings Creek, Cleve Creek, Silver Creek
and White River: Season is open year around,
any hour of the day or night. Limit is 5 trout.
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| L Try Bluegill

for, Starters

By Doug Nielsen




Many anglers don't typically target bluegill,
especially when trout, striped bass and large-
mouth bass are available. But those who pass
up the chance to catch these scrappy little
fish could miss out on some excellent fishing.

Depending on where people work in the
Las Vegas Valley, they can spend a portion
of their lunch hour fishing for bluegill in one
of the local urban ponds. They are located at
Floyd Lamb Park, Lorenzi Park and Sunset
Park in the Las Vegas Valley, and at Veterans
Memorial Park in Boulder City. In addition to
bluegill, the parks also offer anglers a chance
to catch green sunfish and redeared sunfish.
Both species are great starter fish for future
anglers.

Perhaps the biggest reasons bluegill and
sunfish are not highly sought after is because
they are small and little skill is needed to catch
them. Yet, for these same reasons, they are
the perfect choice when teaching children
and others who are new to fishing. Children
are just as excited when catching bluegill as
when catching any other fish. They are even
a fun choice for experienced anglers.

“The great thing about fishing for bluegill
and sunfish is that ordinary fishing equipment
will do just fine. Nothing special is required,”
said Ivy Santee, angler education coordinator
for the Nevada Department of Wildlife.

The basic equipment list for bluegill fishing
includes a closed face spinning reel spooled
with lightweight fishing line (4-6 pounds) on
a fishing rod between four and five feet long,
small hooks and some split-shot sinkers. For
bait night crawlers, meal worms or crickets
will do the trick.

The key to catching bluegill is to fish struc-
ture. Look for weed beds, fallen tree branches,
rocks or docks when searching for a good
fishing spot. Once you do find the fish, cast
near the fish but not on top of them. This
could spook them a little. One option is to
cast beyond the school of fish and drag the
bait back to the fish.

Fishing with the bait suspended below a
bobber is always exciting, especially for chil-
dren, because you actually get to “see” the
fish bite.

For those who are looking to improve their
fishing skills, fly-fishing is another option.

Some consider this a rewarding way to catch
fish. Bluegill typically eat small insects in or
on top of the water and artificial flies are used
to imitate these insects. A small nymph fished
below a dry fly works very well.

Some good flies to use are the Hare’s Ear,
Prince Nymph, small Woolly Buggers, Adams
dry fly, Elk Hair Caddis, and small poppers in
a variety of colors.

“Many fishermen have childhood memories
of catching bluegill or sunfish with their fam-
ily or friends. This is a great way for kids and
even adults to get started fishing,” said Santee.

& they are the perfect
choice when teaching
children and others who
are new to fishing. o

NEVADAS BEST KEPT SELRET!

m

EAGLE VALLEY RESORT

Year ‘round fun for the whole family!

Fishing Tournaments
Check out our May fishing derby! (call for date)
Tons of Wildlife!
Easy access trails for hiking or ATVing!

Full Hookup RV park
Cabins with all the amenities
Laundry facilities, showers
Bar, slot machines, pool table
Fast, friendly service!

STAY A DAY OR STAY A YEAR! _
Our store has all of your fishing, hunting & camping needs!
Fishing and hunting licenses available

EagleValleyNV.com ¢ 775-962-5293

EVR's resident
buck
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Southern Region Fishable Waters

Species Abbreviations

bb

Adams-McGill Reservoir
Barley Creek

Beatty Pond

Beaver Dam Creek
Boulder City Urban Pond
Chiatovitch Creek

Cold Creek Pond

Cold Springs Reservoir
Colorado River

Dacey Reservoir

Eagle Valley Reservoir
Echo Canyon Reservoir
Floyd Lamb Park Pond
Haymeadow Reservoir
Lake Mead

Lake Mohave

Lorenzi Park Pond
Mosquito Creek
Mesquite Urban Pond
Nesbitt Lake

Pine Creek

Reese River, Upper
San Juan Creek
Sportsmans Park Pond
Sunset Park Pond

Trail Canyon Reservoir

Upper Pahranagat Lake

Nye Co./Kirch WMA

Nye Co./Monitor Range
Nye Co.

Lincoln Co.

Clark Co.

Esmeralda Co./White Mtns.
Clark Co.

Nye Co./Kirch WMA

Clark Co.

Nye Co./Kirch WMA
Lincoln Co./Spring Valley
Lincoln Co./Dry Valley
Clark Co./Las Vegas

Nye Co./Kirch WMA

Clark Co.

Clark Co.

Clark Co./Las Vegas

Nye Co./Monitor Range
Clark Co.

Lincoln Co./Paranagat Valley
Nye Co./Monitor Mtns.
Nye Co./Toiyabe Mtns.

Nye Co./Toiyabe Mtns.

Nye Co.

Clark Co./Las Vegas
Esmeralda Co./White Mtns.

Lincoln Co./Pahranagat Valley

bullhead catfish Imb

SOUTHERN REGION REGULATIONS

Imb, rb, cr, bb

rb, bk, bn

Imb, rb

rb

rb, cc, bg, gs

rb, bk, bn

rb

rb, Imb, cr

rb, cc, Imb, stb, bg, rs, gs, smb, bb
Imb, rb

rb, br, Imb

rb, Imb, cr

rb, cc, Imb, bg, gs, rs, bb

rb, Imb, cr

rb, Imb, cc, stb, bb, cr, gs, bg, smb
rb, Imb, cc, stb, bb, gs, bg, smb
rb, cc, Imb, bg, gs

rb, bk, ct, bn

rb, cc

Imb, bb, bg, cr

rb, bk, bn, ct

rb, bk, ct

rb, bk, ct

rb

rb, cc, Imb, bg, gs

rb, bk

Imb, bb, cr, bg

largemouth bass

bg

bluegill sunfish mt

mackinaw trout

bk

brook trout rb

rainbow trout

bn

brown trout rs

redear sunfish

cc
cr

channel catfish smb

smallmouth bass

crappie sp

Sacramento perch

ct

cutthroat trout stb

gs

green sunfish
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SOUTHERN REGION REGULATIONS

The Southern Region includes the four coun-
ties of southern Nevada: Clark, Esmeralda,
Lincoln and Nye. Magjor fishing waters within
this region include Lake Mead, Lake Mohave,
the Colorado River, Eagle Valley Reservoir,
Echo Canyon Reservoir and the reservoirs
on Kirch Wildlife Management Area. A
number of small streams in northern Nye
County provide wild trout fishing and a few
are stocked with hatchery-reared rainbow
trout. The Southern Region NDOW Office
is located at 4747 Vegas Dr., Las Vegas, NV
89108, (702) 486-5127.

Important Note: Within the Southern Re-
gion the following general fishing seasons,
hours, limits and regulations apply to all wa-
ters EXCEPT those listed under “Southern
Region Special Regulations.” If the water in
which you intend to fish is not listed under the
Region’s Special Regulations, then the General
Regulations shall apply.

All game fish must be dead before being
transported away from the body of water
where caught.

Southern Region
General Regulations

Open year around, any hour of the day or
night, except where noted under special
regulations.

Southern Region

Limits

Except as noted under “Southern Region Spe-
cial Regulations” the limits are as follows:
Clark, Esmeralda, Lincoln and Nye coun-
ties: the limit is 10 trout and 15 warmwater

game fish of which not more than 10 may be
black bass.

Bait Regulations

See pages 12-13 for more regulations on
the use of baitfish.

Tackle Restrictions

In Lake Mead, Lake Mohave and the Colorado
River, the use of more than two hooks for
bait or flies is prohibited. See below and on
page 9 in General Regulations for further
information.

Artificial Lure Waters

See page 9.

o

Spearfishing
Persons may spearfish for striped bass in
Lake Mead and in Lake Mohave from Cot-
tonwood Cove to the cable below Hoover
Dam. Spearfishing for striped bass is pro-
hibited in that portion of Lake Mohave from
Cottonwood Cove to Davis Dam and from
Davis Dam down river to the Nevada state
line. In Lakes Mead and Mohave and the Colo-
rado River system, spearfishing is prohibited
within 1/2 mile of any dock or swimming area.

When spearfishing, a person must dis-
play, within 100 feet, an appropriate diver’s
flag. A mechanical spearing device may be
used only under the surface of the water, and
the spear must be attached to the device by a
lanyard. Fishing license regulations apply
when spearfishing.

Southern Region
Special Regulations

Clark County

Carpenter Creek: Season is open year
around, any hour of the day or night. Limit
is 2 trout.

Clark County Urban Ponds: Boulder City
Pond, Lorenzi Park Pond, Mesquite Urban
Pond-Hafen Lane Pond, Sunset Park Pond and
Floyd Lamb Park Pond. Season is open year
around and hours are when the park is open
to public use. Limit is 3 game fish.

Cold Creek Pond and Cold Creek: Season
is open year around any hour of the day or
night. Limit is 3 game fish.

Colorado River below Davis Dam: Season
is open year around, any hour of the day or
night except in areas as posted. Limit is 10
trout, 6 black bass, 10 striped bass and 25
catfish. Minimum size for black bass is 13
inches. No limit on other game fish. For bait
restrictions see pages 12-13.

Lake Mead: Season is open year around, any
hour of the day or night, except in areas as
posted. Limit is 5 trout, 6 black bass, 25 cat-
fish and 15 crappie. No limit on striped bass
less than 20 inches total length. The limit on
striped bass 20 inches total length or longer
is 20 fish. No limit restriction on other game
fish. For bait restrictions see pages 12-13.

Lake Mohave: Season is open year around,
any hour of the day or night, except in areas
as posted. Limit is 10 trout, 6 black bass, 25
catfish and 15 crappie. No limit on striped
bass less than 20 inches total length. The
limit on striped bass 20 inches total length
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or longer is 20 fish. No limit on other game
fish. For bait restrictions see pages 12-13.

Virgin River and Muddy (Moapa) River sys-
tems: Season is open year around, any hour
of the day or night. Limit is 5 trout, 6 black
bass, 25 catfish, 15 crappie and 20 striped
bass. No limit on other game fish.

Lincoln County

Eagle Valley Reservoir and Meadow Valley
Wash above the reservoir: 5 trout and 15
warmwater game fish of which not more
than 10 may be black bass. Zero black
bass (catch and release only) from April 1
through June 30.

Echo Canyon Reservoir: Season is open year
around, any hour of the day or night. Limit is
5 trout and 15 warmwater game fish of which
not more than 10 may be black bass.

Nesbitt Lake (Key Pittman Wildlife Man-
agement Area): Season is open year around,
any hour of the day or night except the portion
above the old fence line as posted closed to
trespass from February 15 through August 15
and closed to fishing during waterfowl season.
Limitis 10 bullhead and 15 other warmwater
game fish of which not more than 10 may be
black bass. See boat restrictions on page 41.

Pahranagat National Wildlife Refuge: Sea-
son is open year around, any hour of the day or
night except North Marsh which is closed to
fishing during the waterfowl hunting season.
Limit is 3 trout and 15 warmwater game fish
of which not more than 5 may be black bass.

Nye County

Beatty Urban Pond: Season is open year
around, any hour of the day or night. Limit is
3 game fish.

Kirch Wildlife Management Area: Season
is open year around, any hour of the day or
night, except the upper portions of Adams-
McGill, Cold Springs and Haymeadow Res-
ervoirs, which are closed to trespass February
15 through August 15 as posted. Limits are 5
trout and 15 warmwater gamefish of which
not more than 10 may be black bass. You
may only possess five black bass from April
1-June 30. A 100 yard area as posted around
the inflow from Hot Creek to Adams-McGill
Reservoirs is closed to fishing January 1 through
April 1. See page 41 for boat restrictions. Tule
Reservoir: Open Aug. 16 through Feb. 14 any
hour of the day or night. Limits are 5 trout, and
15 warmwater game fish of which not more
than 10 may be black bass. Dacey Reservoir:
Open year around except the upper portions of
Dacey Reservoir closed to trespass February 15
through August 15 as posted. A 100-yard area




as posted around the inflow from Hot Creek
to Dacey Reservoir is closed to fishing Janu-
ary 1 through April 1. Limits are 1 trout and
15 warmwater game fish of which not more
than 10 may be black bass. Zero black bass
(catch and release only from April 1-June 30.

Interstate Waters
Fishing and License
Information:

1. When fishing in the reciprocal waters
of the Colorado River, Lake Mead and
Lake Mohave from the shore of Nevada;
each person who is 12 years of age or over
must possess:

(@) An Arizona fishing license;

(b) Nevada fishing license; or

(c) A Nevada Interstate Boundary Wa-
ters license.

2. When fishing in the reciprocal waters of
the Colorado River, Lake Mead and Lake
Mohave from a location other than the
shore of Nevada; each person who is 12
years of age or over must possess:

(@) An Arizona fishing license; or
(b) A Nevada Colorado River special
use stamp, in addition to:
(1) A Nevada fishing license; or
(2) A Nevada Interstate Boundary
Waters license.

3. The fee for the Nevada Colorado River
special use stamp is $3, and the stamp is
effective from March of the year that the
stamp is issued through February of the
following year.

4. A person who holds a Nevada Colorado
River special use stamp must validate the
stamp by signing his name in ink across the
face of the stamp and affixing the stamp to
his fishing license or permit to fish, or the
person must provide any other such docu-
mentation as the Department provides as
proof that he has paid to the Department
the fee for the special use stamp.

5. Persons under 12 years of age may fish
in the reciprocal waters of the Colorado
River, Lake Mead and Lake Mohave with-
out obtaining a special use stamp, license
or permit to fish.

Southern Region
Closed Waters

The following areas are closed to all fishing.

Clark County

Lakes Mead and Mohave and the Colorado
River areas as posted immediately above and
below Hoover and Davis dams; and except
as otherwise posted by the National Park

Service, those waters within the flat wake
buoys at the following marinas and harbors:
Overton Beach, Echo Bay Resort, Callville Bay
Marina, Las Vegas Wash, Cottonwood Cove,
Hemenway Harbor and the Las Vegas boat
harbor/ Lake Mead Marina Harbor complex
in Clark County.

Spring Mountain Ranch State Park Pond,
Veteran’s Memorial Park, Boulder City, all
waters except the Boulder City Pond as posted
in Clark County.

Las Vegas Wash, all waters within the Clark
County Wetlands Park.

Lincoln County

Ash Springs outflow through the River Ranch
to beginning of the concrete ditch, in Lincoln
County.

Crystal Springs and outflow for one half mile
to beginning of the concrete ditch, in Lincoln
County.

Nye County
Kirch Wildlife Management Area - Hot Creek
to its confluence with Adams-McGill Res-

ervoir; Sunnyside Creek above Sunnyside/
Adavin County Road crossing in Sec. 36 T7N,
R61E in Nye County.

. Resistant Decoys

Fowl Foolers™




By Aaron Meier

When you are already the driest state inithe
country going through a drought can be dif-
ficult to say the least. Extend that drought for
four years and the results can be catastrophic.

“It’s not the worst drought that Nevada has
ever been through, but it’s been pretty bad,”
said Chris Healy, spokesperson for the Nevada
Department of Wildlife NDOW). “This state
doesn’t do anything half way. It is a state of
extremes and the past four years have shown
just that.”

Most of the reservoirs have been depleted.
The low elevation reservoirs were extremely
low this past summer with water temperature
becoming an issue for trout populations. Even
warm water fish populations have been strug-
gling with the low water level eliminating much
of the spawning habitat.

Al
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“Onion went dry. Blue Lakes is lower than
anyone can ever remember. We had a golden
algae bloom in Rye Patch in late October that
may have resulted in an entire fish kill,” said
Kim Tisdale, Western Region Supervising
Fisheries Biologist for NDOW. “Everything
has taken a hit.”

She is quick to point out that some waters
fared better than others. Many expected to
lose the whole fishery at Lahontan, but that did
not happen. The high mountain lakes such as
Hobart Reservoir and Marlette Lake are lower
than usual but doing fine.

You might think after struggling through
four years of drought that severely impacted
all of the fisheries in the region the biologists
who manage these fisheries would be down-
beatand struggling to find a positive, but you
would be wrong.

“Across the region it’s hit us pretty badly.
We're in about the same shape we were in dur-

4 . iy
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ing the big drought in ‘87-'94. But it could have
been worse. It has been pretty devastating and
we did lose the majority of our fisheries in the
rivers. But we went out there this falland we did
find rainbows and browns and whitefish. Below
the Verdi Power Dam the fishery actually looks
pretty good. Hopefully we’ll get a good winter
and come out of this,” said Tisdale. “There are
fish in the rivers and I'm sure the browns and
whitefish have already spawned. There are eggs
in the river right now. Hopefully thislate winter
the rainbows will be out there spawning and
kick starting the river for a good year.”

She explains that Nevada needs a very wet
winter to fill the reservoirs and for a well above
average snowpack up in the mountains. “We
need more than a 100 percent year,” she said.
“It’s looking good right now and there has
been a lot of moisture. What we really need is
a 200 percent year and then a few solid years
of moisture to follow that up.”

- -




For all of the struggles, Tisdale states that NDOW has seen
this before and haslittle doubt that the Western Region fisheries
will be back and stronger than ever.

“The seven year drought we went through in the late ‘80s and
early ‘90s was a pretty epic drought. The Truckee River went
dry below Glendale. We completely lost the fishery downstream
but ‘97 came and we had a year similar to this. You have these
moisture laden storms that blow a lot of water into our region.
We came out in epic form,” she said. “You just start over and the
fisheries that can recover will recover, and the areas that need
to be stocked will be stocked. It definitely takes a little time but
they will come back.”

Tisdale believes that what the region lacks in water, it makes up
for in the diversity of angling opportunity. “We don’t have a whole
lot of water here in Western Nevada but what we do have is a lot
of different diverse fishing opportunities,” she said. “From our
rivers to our high mountain lakes to our urban fishing ponds, big
reservoirs and big lakes...even when we do have really bad drought
years there is usually someplace that people can find to fish.”

Pa¥Ko

PLANTATION

MIDWAY, ALABAMA
Est. 1954

Hunt prime land in Barbour
& Bullock Counties.

- Highest deer density in Alabama. Hogs, coyotes and bobcats (no charge, no limit with
paid deer hunt)

-6,000 acre family-owned plantation. NO LEASED LAND.

- 50 Food Plots with elevated shooting houses surrounded by pines and oak bottoms.

- New cottages with private bedrooms and baths. First class lodge. All meals included.

- Quail Hunts - Half Day and Full Day - Unlimited Birds!

To plan your hunt,
call J. Paul Taylor at
877.539.5699

Visit us at
www.pa-ko.com

RESSROUIMENHTERS

Affordable trophy whitetail hunts in N.W. Missouri

5-Day, Fully Guided, Fair Chase Hunts
with Lodging start at only $1,700.00!

Thousands of private acres.
No trophy fees or hidden charges.

YES YOU CAN!
Ray: 786-319-1367 John: 786-394-3536

WwWwW.randjeutitiers.com
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WESTERN REGION REGULATIONS

Western Region Fishable Waters

Baily Fishing Pond

Bilk Creek Reservoir

Blue Lakes

Carson River, East Fork
Carson River, Main
Catnip Reservoir
Chimney Reservoir

Davis Creek Park Pond
Desert Creek

Dufurrena Ponds

Fort Churchill Cooling Ponds
Hobart Reservoir
Humboldt River
Humboldt River

Knott Creek Reservoir
Lahontan Reservoir

Lake Tahoe

Liberty Pond

Little Humboldt River, NF
Marilyn’s Pond

Marlette Lake

Martin Creek

Martin Slough

Mason Valley/North Pond
Mitch Park Pond
Mountain View Park Pond
Onion Valley Reservoir
Paradise Park Pond
Pyramid Lake

Quinn River, East Fork
Rose Creek Reservoir

Carson City Co.

Humboldt Co./Bilk Creek Mtns.
Humboldt Co./Pine Forest Range
Douglas Co./Carson Range
Carson/Lyon/Douglas/Churchill Co.
Washoe Co./Sheldon

Humboldt Co./Little Humboldt River
Washoe Co./Washoe Valley

Lyon Co./Sweetwater Mtns.
Humboldt Co./Sheldon

Lyon Co./Mason Valley

Washoe Co./Carson Range
Humboldt Co.